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The York Region Food Council  envisions
a community where health and social
justice are prioritized, and all residents
have economic and physical access to

nutritious, local, culturally acceptable and
environmentally sustainable food. 



What is a Food Charter?
A statement of values and directions to guide food and
agriculture policy and action.
Developed by a broad spectrum of organizations,
residents, and institutions.
Addresses a range of issues and opportunities related to
food and agriculture.
Serve as a guide for developing food policies and
programs, and act as a reference for coordinated efforts.
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What is the York
Region Food Charter?

The process to develop the Charter included public
consultations and an online survey.
Published in 2013 
Outcomes: 

Enhanced collaborations between sectors on
food and agriculture issues in York Region
Provided opportunities for education, outreach,
public awareness, public consultation and funding.
York Region Food Council (2018)



January 2023 - York Region Food Council voted to update the Charter
Spring & Summer 2023 - Formed Food Charter Working Group and drafted work plan
Summer & Fall 2023 - Consulted with the Food Council & Working Group to create a new
Draft Food Charter
Fall 2023  - Winter 2024 - Consultations
Spring 2024 - Analyzed feedback & incorporated into the Food Charter and Action
Document
Summer 2024 - Final consultations
Fall 2024- Graphic Design & Food Council finalization
December 2024 - Food Council approved the Food Charter & accompanying documents

The Update Process
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Alignment of the York Region Food Charter with 
Regional Policies and Plans

Official Plan 2022
2.3 Supporting Complete Communities 

2.3.9 “support and enhance urban agriculture and access to healthy and locally grown food and agricultural
products.”
2.3.39-45 Affordable housing

2.4.12 “To recognize and celebrate the rich cultural heritage of York Region’s ethnic and cultural groups.”
5.0 Supporting the Agricultural System

“... supporting a vibrant agricultural community and contributing to the economy, quality of life and natural heritage
legacy.”

Community Safety & Well-Being Plans
Food security as central to healthy communities

Climate Change Action Plan
Action 10: Promote a sustainable and local resilient food system
Action 11: Support waste prevention and circular economy practices in York Region

Agri Food Strategy
SM4RT Living Plan



Alignment of the York Region Food Charter with 
King Policies and Plans

Official Plan 2019
3.6 Addressing Land Use Impacts “That the geographic continuity of the agricultural land
base and the functional and economic connections to the agri-food network shall be
maintained and enhanced.”
7.4 Agri-Food Strategy 

Encourage Farmers Markets, urban agriculture, good farm and land stewardship practices,
support festivals and events with King products and produce, and more

Corporate Strategic Plan
A Greener Future: Planning for a green and sustainable future means finding ways to adapt to
climate change pressures while also offsetting the effects that it has already had.”
Complete Communities: “Enrich community well-being and make King the ideal place to live,
work and play” (Objective 2)

Community Tourism Plan 2021 - highlights agriculture and food-related tourism
ThinKING 5.2 Community Gardens “to encourage urban agriculture and promote locally grown
food”
Climate Change Action Plan [In development]



What’s Next?
Cornerstone Document

Food System Report Card
Advocacy & Initiatives

Public Dissemination
Communications channels
Event

Endorsements
Municipalities
York Region
Organizations



What does it mean to endorse the
Food Charter?

Recognize that agriculture and food is central to
complete and healthy communities.
Advance the vision of the Food Charter.
Commitment to sharing municipal agriculture and food
activities with the York Region Food Council.



Questions

Morgan Sage
Food Policy Coordinator

York Region Food Network
morgans@yrfn.ca

905-841-3101 x 204


